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The Extravagant for the Economy
	There are an estimated four million same sex couples in the United States according to gaylife.about.com, but they aren’t allowed by federal law and many churches, to marry. My proposal is simple; same sex couples should be allowed to marry because it would help our economy on a state as well as national level. The average American wedding costs twenty-seven thousand dollars. Multiply that by four million couples (famous for their extravagant and expensive tastes) and billions of dollars are added to our revenue. Not to mention that millions of people would now be happy, and free to be in love. The overall morale of our nation would be increased if same sex marriage is allowed. It’s simple math, and if offending a small portion of the country helps the greater good, why shouldn’t we act upon it? When founding this country, our forefathers aimed to separate church and state, but in the past 200 years we have failed to do so. Our religious views unfortunately overshadow our political ones, such as is in the case of same sex marriage. 
If same sex couples are allowed to marry, local businesses will be introduced to an entire clientele willing to spend lots money on their event celebrating this advancement in social policy. According to life2pointoh.com venues can expect to see an average of $12,000 per couple for the rental; caterers can expect an average of $41 per guest; and bakers can expect up to $500 per cake per couple. The same sex community is known for their outlandish and festive tastes, and there are plenty of companies who are capable of providing this for the future couples. With same sex marriages being allowed, our economy would see added revenue and this would benefit us long term. Another way our economy would benefit is through the purchase of marriage licenses. Usmarriagelaws.com states that in Utah, a marriage license costs forty-five dollars and more couples getting married means more money for the state. 
Nationally, same sex marriage would be beneficial to our economy through travel and “destination weddings”. Following in theme to extravagant weddings, the same sex community will want to travel to beautiful locations such as Hawaii, New York, and California to get married and will want their loved ones with them to celebrate. With more destination weddings more guests will be buying plane tickets, booking hotels, and planning entertainment activities adding to our national revenue each year. Not only would our citizens be spending more, they would be happier. 
Whether you look at same sex marriage from a financial standpoint or an emotional one, it just makes sense. Same sex marriage would increase our state and national revenue, boost our economy and overall make millions of people happy. Same sex marriage should be allowed to better our nation.  
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