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	The culture of weddings has changed and adapted to our society over the decades. One thing, however, that seems to stand the test of time is the tradition of the white, modest wedding gown. The tradition of the white wedding dress is often credited to Queen Victoria because of her choice to wear a white gown for her wedding to Prince Albert in 1840. While traditions vary culture-by-culture, most wedding dresses are meant to symbolize the bride’s girlish innocence and sexual purity, and are often tailored to fit the dress codes of churches. Could present day designers challenge the wedding dress tradition? Pnina Tornai, an internationally known wedding dress designer, is doing just that.
	Weddings in the 21st century are less about the symbolism of the dress and more about the bride’s individuality, and that’s exactly what you get with any of Pnina’s designs. Her signature corsets are embellished with Swarovski crystals and precious stones, and are always hand beaded. Pnina credits her designs to her dreams, that is where she decides exactly which fabrics she wants to use and how the dresses should look. These dreamed up dresses become reality when they are hand sewn using fabrics directly imported from Europe and around the globe, and each bride can be confident that her dress will get a seal of approval from Pnina herself. She explains, “When creating I am working with my feelings and intuitions. I trust my heart to lead me because creation comes from love and love is the most wonderful feeling in the universe. I am a very romantic woman and fantasy is my favorite place to be. I dream what I want to achieve because I believe that everything starts with a dream”.
	One thing Pnina might have never dreamed of is the criticisms of her designs. When she first submitted her designs to the popular New York based wedding dress salon Kleinfeld’s, she was turned away. They told her the designs weren’t something there was a market for, and wouldn’t fit in with the rest of the shop. This didn’t discourage Pnina though, and only a few years later she was accepted into Kleinfeld’s repertoire of designers. Even more astonishing, after only 2 years in the shop she received her own in-store seamstress for her gowns, as she was Kleinfeld’s top selling designer. The New York Times has given their view, labeling her dresses as “vixen-ish” and many people find them too revealing for a wedding. For those not too keen on her fantastical deigns, Pnina offers more traditional, simplified gowns as well as a line for conservative Jewish and Muslim brides. 
Pnina’s passion truly is in her work, and it shows. Each gown has it’s own story, it’s own personality, and each bride is sure to feel special on her big day. Her path to success has been paved with dreams, criticism, and plenty of “no’s”, however Pnina Tornai has persevered and made her dream, a dream come true. 
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