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	In the article I chose to review, the Salt Lake Tribune discusses the mission statement presented by Pope Francis. The statement outlines how the Catholic Church can seek out those in need and become a more “merciful” church. Some controversy arose when he announced that some of the older customs of the church could be eliminated if they no longer are relevant to the faith. He also cited multiple Bishops from around the world, emphasizing the importance of the local church and further explaining his belief that everyone in the Catholic faith needs to roll up their sleeves and work towards this goal. His statement ultimately always fell back to the idea that the marginalized members of the church are those who need the most help. 
	It is easy to see that Pope Francis is different from any pope before him. Through his teachings it is evident that Francis has first hand seen the lives of his marginalized members and recognizes that something needs to be done by the church. Never before has the pope called on his papal leaders as well as small town bishops to work together to help the poor. Francis is on a mission to somewhat modernize the church and direct efforts to what is most needed by members today. 
	For me, a non-member, I think this is a huge step into the modern world not only for the Catholic Church but also for religion as a whole. Although the Pope refused to change any church laws regarding major concerns of modern culture (such as abortion) I this it is a positive move to show that the church recognizes their members are in need and that it needs to be a large scale effort if anything is going to change. In this course we discussed the interface between American culture and the world’s religions. With the economy and the unstable government policies in America today the Pope’s call for action couldn’t have come at a better time. Those most in need in the United States are those marginalized few who have been abandoned by government help. 6:49 PMhe Catholic Church is one of the largest religions in the world and I believe that if they use this to their advantage they will be able to reach their goal.    
[bookmark: _GoBack]For me, the Pope’s plan shows that the Catholic Church, once seen as rigid and strict, is capable of changing to fit the needs of their members. This is very rarely seen in religion and I hope that others will follow to better assimilate with modern culture. I also commend the Pope for recognizing that no man has to wait to change the world and that global change comes from a global effort.   

http://www.sltrib.com/sltrib/lifestyle/57185490-80/church-francis-papacy-pope.html.csp     
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